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SNP Helensburgh Branch 
 

    STRONGER FOR SCOTLAND  OCTOBER 2018 

 

 

A better future is within our grasp. And together we are going to make it happen. 

Scotland can be a stronger, fairer and more prosperous place. Help us make that 
vision a reality. 

Join the SNP today: www.snp.org/join 

 
https://www.snp.org/hope-is-possible/  

Hope is possible 

http://www.snp.org/join
https://www.snp.org/hope-is-possible/
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YOUR NEW BRANCH 
COMMITTEE 

Convener: 
Kevin Johnstone 
 
Secretary: 
John Scullion 
 
Organiser: 
Eileen McCullagh 
 
Treasurer: 
Eleanor Hunter 
 
Women’s Officer: 
Michelle Van Der Stighelen 
 
Equalities Officer: 
Kevin Johnstone 
 
Political Education Officer: 
Patrick Johnstone 
 
Membership Officer: 
Gordon Bickerton 
 
Second Officer: 
Michelle Van Der Stighelen 
 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
November Branch Meeting 

Thu 08/11/18, 7:00pm to 9:00pm 
at the Civic Centre. 

Day of Action 

Sat 17/11/18, details to be 
confirmed. 

November Yes Helensburgh & 
Lomond Meeting 

Tue 13/11/18, 7:30pm to 9:30pm 
at the Parish Church Halls, 
Colquhoun Square. 

SNP Members are welcome. 

 

 

ANNOUNCEMENT 
 

 
It is with great sadness I am 
informing our branch membership 
of the passing of our former 
Membership Officer Mrs Trudi 
Tompson. 
 
Trudi was a brilliant, intelligent and 
passionate person who will be 
deeply missed by all. 
 
As Membership Secretary over the 
last year Trudi worked tirelessly in 
her role and for the cause of 
independence for Scotland. 
 
It was our great privilege to have 
worked with Trudi and be inspired 
by her selfless example in helping 
to make Scotland a better place for 
us all. 
 
Kevin Johnstone, Convener 
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In Photos – Members Day/Day of Action/Annual Conference 



NEWSLETTER | Issue 12    4 
 

By Liam Furby, 09/10/18 

The SNP’s Conference in 
Glasgow was a conference full 
of hope and passion for a 
better Scotland. 
 
We’re making hope possible, 
announcing new action to grow 
our achievements in 
government – to boost skills 
and prosperity, protect the 
most vulnerable in our society, 
and deliver the very best 
public services.  
 
Here’s what you need to know.  
 

• We will target up to £18 
million of European 
funding to set up a new 
Advanced Manufacturing 
Fund to help small and 
medium sized businesses 
modernise and grow. 

• A new ‘Fair Work First’ 
approach will mean 
Scottish public sector 
contracts currently 
regulated by procurement 
law must address fair work 
criteria. Criteria will 
include investment in 
skills; no exploitative zero 
hours contracts; action on 
gender pay equality; 
workforce engagement; 
and payment of the Living 
Wage. 

• The Scottish Government 
will increase investment in 
Social Bite’s Housing First 
scheme to £6.5 million – 
allowing them to increase 
the number of people lifted 
out of homelessness for 
good from 200 to 800. 

• We will explore whether to 
make hate motivated by 
misogynistic harassment an 
offence – sending a signal 
that Scotland has zero 

tolerance for hatred 
directed to women. 

• A Victims Task Force will be 
established, to provide 
leadership to guide and 
shape the development of a 
victim-centred approach to 
justice policy. We will also 
ensure that our work to 
place victims at the centre 
includes specific actions to 
improve the experience of 
victims of rape and sexual 
assault.  

• An Infrastructure 
Commission will be set up 
and will consider proposals 
for a publicly owned 
Scottish National 
Infrastructure Company. 

• A new expert group will be 
set up to consider UK 
migration policy and its 
impact on Scotland’s 
population, including rural 
areas. 

• A new advice and support 
service will be set up for EU 
citizens in Scotland. The 
service will help those 
affected by changes in 
immigration rules as a 
result of leaving the EU. 
Advice on rights and 
entitlements, based on an 
individual’s immigration 
status, will be available . 

• We will pilot a new 
programme of Experienced 
Practice Advisers in 
nursing, midwifery and 
health visiting. Up to 100 of 
these mentors will be 
recruited from recently 
retired staff, using their 
very valuable skills, their 
knowledge, their hard-won 
experience. 

• A new Financial Health 
Check for older people and 
low income families will be 
established – backed by 

£3.3 million over the next 
two years. 

• This year we will increase 
grants for care experienced 
student nurses to £8,100 a 
year and next year we will 
raise the grant for all 
student nurses to the same 
level. The year after that 
we will increase bursaries 
to £10,000 a year. 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
  

SNP Conference: everything you need to know 
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By Nicola Sturgeon, First 

Minister, 02/10/18 

 
 

We now have less than six 
months to go until 29 March, 
which is the date the UK is 
due to leave the EU. 
Unfortunately, in the past 2 
weeks the EU has confirmed 
what many of us already 
knew to be true – Theresa 
May’s only plan for the UK’s 
future relationship with the 
EU, the so-called “Chequers 
Agreement”, is totally 
inadequate and completely 
unworkable. 
 
That means we now appear 
to be left with the prospect 
of either no deal 
whatsoever, or a scenario 
where we leave the EU with 
very little detail at all, other 
than a vague commitment to 
future negotiations. Both of 
these options are 
completely unacceptable, 

not least for a country which 
voted to remain in the EU.  
 
 

It was only in August that the 
UK government admitted the 
stark reality of what a no 
deal scenario could look like 
when it began publishing a 
series of technical notices on 
its impact. Not one of them 
contained any hint of the 
‘Brexit bonanza’ the country 
was promised by the Tories.  
 
Instead what these technical 
notes told us is that flights 
could be grounded; holidays 
would be more expensive; 
we could lose access to bank 
accounts abroad; we might 
no longer be able to access 
video or music streaming 
subscriptions, such as 
Netflix, from EU countries; 
we might all have to pay 
more to use a mobile phone 
on holidays or other visits to 
EU member states; 
businesses will face 
increased costs in importing 
and exporting; and food 
safety will be jeopardised.  
 
It is important to stress that 
all these warnings of dire 
consequences are not 
coming from opposition 
parties, or businesses or 
other organisations, and 
they are not scaremongering 
– these warnings all come 
straight from the UK 
government’s own guidance.  
 
Not only have companies 
been told to stockpile 
medicine, just last week it 
was revealed the 

government has appointed a 
Minister for Food Security – 
someone whose job is to 
make sure we have enough 
food in the shops. This is the 
first time such a post has 
been needed since World 
War Two – and I’m sure most 
of us thought we’d never see 
the like again. 
 
 
But this is exactly where the 
Tory obsession with Brexit – 
and their woefully 
incompetent handling of the 
negotiations – has taken us. 
 
The thing is, I don’t recall 
seeing any of those 
messages being emblazoned 
on the sides of buses by 
Brexiteer Tories during the 
referendum campaign in 
2016. 
 
Yet we are dangerously close 
to this Tory UK government 
– if they continue on this 
destructive path – dragging 
us all off the Brexit cliff -
edge. 
 
The risk of exiting the EU in 
March with no agreement on 
the terms of our future trade 
relationship with the EU or 
on a whole host of other 

Theresa May must face reality and call a halt to her disastrous Brexit plan 

“Theresa May’s only 
plan for the UK’s future 

relationship with the 
EU, the so-called 

'Chequers Agreement', 
is totally inadequate 

and completely 
unacceptable.” 

“We are dangerously 
close to this Tory UK 
government – if they 

continue on this 
destructive path – 

dragging us all off the 
Brexit cliff-edge.” 
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arrangements is very real – 
and it is not a prospect we 
should even consider 
accepting. 
 
The situation we are in is a 
far cry from the promises 
made by Theresa May two 
years ago when she 
‘reassured’ the country that 
there would be a detailed 
position agreed with the EU 
many months before the UK 
was due to leave. Instead, 
she and her government are 
actively pursuing a course of 
action which will cause 
extreme and lasting damage 
to the UK. 

 
Contrast that to the Scottish 
Government’s approach. It 
was two years ago that we 
published a detailed plan 
setting out the least worst 
option if we have to leave 
the European Union – 
continued membership of 
the Customs Union and 
Single Market. 
 
A weight of external analysis 
shows that this is the best 
way to protect jobs, 
businesses and our quality 
of life across the country. 

Two years later with no 
credible plan from the 
Tories, it remains the best 
and only option – short of 
full EU membership –  which 
would see both Scotland and 
the UK avoiding catastrophic 
damage to our economy and 
future prosperity. 
 
But it seems that Theresa 
May’s only priority is to 
solve Tory party infighting 
by adhering to the demands 
of her most right-wing 
members. That was the 
reason David Cameron called 
the referendum in the first 
place and it’s the reason 
we’re in this mess now. 
Reckless decisions driven by 
self-interest is what we have 
come to expect from the 
Tories, with businesses and 
people across the UK set to 
pay the price. 
 
For Scotland, a hard Brexit 
would cost 80,000 jobs, 
shrink our economy by £12.7 
billion by 2030 and reduce 
real disposable income by 
almost 10 per cent. That is 
not something we should be 
prepared to stand for. 
 
The UK government is 
rapidly running out of time 
to get an agreement. The 
choice does not and should 
not have to be between ‘no 
deal’ Brexit, or ‘no detail’ 
Brexit, or a ‘bad deal’ Brexit 
– that is why I have called for 
the option to delay Brexit by 
extending Article 50 to allow 
time for all alternative 
options to be considered. 
 

It is time for Theresa May 
and her party to wake up, 
face reality and call a halt to 
their disastrous plan to take 
the whole UK off the Brexit 
cliff. 
 
 
This article originally 
appeared in the Evening 
Times. 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
  

“For Scotland, a hard 
Brexit would cost 

80,000 jobs, shrink our 
economy by £12.7 

billion by 2030 and 
reduce real disposable 
income by almost 10 
per cent. That is not 

something we should be 
prepared to stand for.” 
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By Mhairi Black MP, 24/09/18 

 
 
Just when you thought the UK 
Government’s shambolic 
Brexit negotiations couldn’t 
get any worse, we had the 
embarrassing spectacle of the 
EU summit in Salzburg. Theresa 
May had to be told, once again, 
that her universally panned 
Chequers plan was dead in the 
water. 
 
We now have six months to go 
before the UK is due to crash 
out of the EU. And thanks to 
the utter incompetence of this 
Tory Government, we still  
don’t  have an acceptable plan 
in place. That causes huge 
uncertainty for Scottish 
businesses, threatening the 
jobs, incomes and livelihoods 
of people across the UK. 
 
After the Prime Minister’s 
absurd speech on Friday, 
where she lectured our 27 EU 
partner nations and continued 
to dig her heels into the 
sinking sand around her, the 
value of the pound plummeted 
as it became even clearer that 
we face the prospect of leaving 
the EU with a bad deal or no 
deal at all.  
 
Either of these would deal a 
huge blow to Scotland ’s 
economy – destroying 
thousands of jobs and 
damaging the living standards 
of millions of families.  
 

The SNP has been clear all 
along. If we can’t stay in the 
EU, as Scotland voted for, then 
at the very least we must 
remain in the single market 
and customs union. That is the 
most sensible compromise and 
the only way to protect jobs 
and prosperity.  
 
It would avoid the worst of the 
Tories’ Brexit damage and it is 
an option that must be put 
back on the table, along with 
an extension to the negotiating 
period to allow time for a deal 
to be struck.  
 
But while the SNP have put 
forward a clear alternative to 
the Tories’ Brexit chaos, the 
so-called “official Opposition” 
at Westminster have, yet 
again, been completely absent.  
 
When challenged on their 
failure to offer any alternative 
to the Tories, senior Labour MP 
Barry Gardiner let the cat out 
of the bag – tweeting: “Never 
interrupt your enemy when 
they are making a mistake”.  
 
The truth is Labour are even 
more shameless than the 
Tories on Brexit. They would 
rather sit back silently and 
watch the damage unfold than 
work with the SNP to prevent 
an extreme Brexit. They are 
only too happy to see 
thousands of people lose their 
jobs, in the vain hope that the 
wreckage of Brexit will make 
the Tories so unpopular that 
they can finally beat them in an 
election. 
 
It stinks. By dodging their 
responsibilities to offer any 
alternative, Labour have 
proven they aren’t fit for 
opposition, let alone 

government. It takes a lot to be 
more reckless and 
irresponsible than the Tories 
but Labour have managed it.  
Jeremy Corbyn used to present 
himself as a man of principle 
and someone who advocated 
“honest politics”. But there is 
nothing principled or honest 
about Labour’s cynical game -
playing on Brexit. It is the 
worst kind of politics and i t is 
ordinary families who will 
suffer the consequences.  
 
Scotland deserves better than 
this lot.  
 
The Tories and Labour 
opposition at Westminster 
must put the interests of the 
country first and back the 
SNP’s compromise plan – or 
they will both be equally  
culpable for the lasting 
damage Brexit will cause.  
 
 

 
 

  

Labour more shameless than the Tories on Brexit 
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By Keith Brown MP and Depute 

Leader, 23/09/18 

 
 

I was encouraged this week 
to hear from Sky News about 
their plans to set up an 
independent commission to 
oversee Leaders Debates in 
future General Elections.  
 
In the SNP we have always 
been prepared to participate 
in televised leaders debates 
but the failure of other 
parties to agree to such 
public transparency and 
scrutiny in recent General 
Elections has been 
frustrating. 
 
So I responded to them 
expressing support in 
principle for his proposal – 
providing the broadcasters 
give fair representation for 
all parties in these debates.  
 
I also noted that Sky chose 
not to include the SNP in 
their landmark programmes 
at the most recent General 
Election, despite us being 
the third party in the UK 
Parliament. Hopefully this 
time they, and the other 
broadcasters, will do it 
properly and not give 
Scotland a raw deal.  
 

Relations between political 
parties, of all colours, are 
tested at times and the SNP 
are no different. We have 
clear lines of communication 
with broadcasters – and 
while we strive to make 
relations cordial, we do not 
hesitate to challenge when 
required. 
 
A recent example of this was 
the BBC mistakes covering 
GERS figures last month. 
They responded to our 
concerns and amended the 
errors made – even making 
the unusual move of 
apologising on the network 
lunchtime news. 
 
We’ll continue working with 
broadcasters and, where 
appropriate, applying 
pressure to ensure we get a 
fair kick of the ball.  
 
There was a lot of anger and 
disappointment at the 
broadcasters during the last 
referendum. I’m encouraged 
that the BBC Scotland 
recognise this too; now they 
need to show how they will 
regain the trust they lost in 
2014. 
 
For Yes to win next time, 
and there will be a next 
time, we need to up our 
game too. 
 
We need to be positive and 
move beyond the 45er tag. 
So in my roles as depute 
leader and campaign 
director of the SNP I’ve 

ensured that we are doing 
the groundwork now that 
will help us win in the future. 
 
Mobilising the SNP’s mass 
membership, exploring and 
discussing policy options, 
creating new materials and 
engaging ways of 
communicating will help us 
attract new supporters to 
the cause of independence.  
The national assemblies that 
we have held in Ayr, 
Aviemore and Edinburgh 
have been a great platform 
to discuss economic policy. 
There has been demand for 
further events of this format 
the team at party 
headquarters are currently 
exploring this.  
 
More immediately we have 
the party’s day of action to 
look forward to, on Saturday 
29 September, when we’ll be 
looking to have 50,000 
conversations across 
Scotland to take the 
temperature on 
independence within the 
context of a job destroying 
UK Tory Brexit.  
 
And everyone is now gearing 
up for party conference on 
the 7, 8 and 9th of October 
too – when we gather in the 
great city of Glasgow, which 
is set to be a cracking few 
days. 
 
Keith Brown is SNP Depute 
Leader and Campaign 
Director. 
  

For Yes to win next time, and there will be a next time, we too 
need to up our game 
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By Mhairi Black MP, 17/09/18 

 
 

This week marks a decade 
since the financial crisis of 
2008, where UK taxpayers 
were forced to pay billions 
to bail out the banks, after 
their reckless profiteering 
left the financial system on 
the verge of collapse. Ten 
years might have gone by 
but millions of families 
across the UK are still being 
made to pay a heavy price as 
a result of Tory and Labour 
austerity cuts.  
 
Back in 2009, after presiding 
over the crash, the Labour 
Government’s response was 
to impose “tougher and 
deeper” cuts to public 
spending than those under 
Margaret Thatcher – a 
decision which set in 
motion years of austerity 
that has held back economic 
growth and left the country 
poorer. 
 
While Labour laid the 
foundations of austerity, the 
Tories have used the crash 
as an excuse to pursue the 
deep right-wing ideological 
cuts they have always 
wanted to make – attacking 
the welfare state, cutting 
back public services and 
advocating privatisation at 
every turn. 

It is clearer than ever that 
austerity has failed dismally. 
UK economic growth is 
lagging behind other 
countries, the UK’s national 
debt is soaring, public 
services in England are at 
crisis point and families are 
feeling the pain of squeezed 
incomes and rising living 
costs. 
 
Analysis by the Institute for 
Fiscal Studies has revealed 
that under the Tories real 
wages have been slashed – 
with average wages now 
£800 a year lower than they 
were a decade ago. 
 
With incomes falling and 
living costs rising, it is no 
surprise that the majority of 
families are struggling to get 
by. After years of austerity, 
the UK is now one of the 
most unequal countries in 
the EU and poverty and 
inequality are increasing.  
 
The Tories have slashed 
billions from social security 
payments, cut support for 
the disabled and introduced 
abhorrent policies like the 
bedroom tax and rape 
clause, which have left 
families increasingly forced 
to rely on emergency aid to 
get by. 
 
In Scotland, the SNP 
Government have done their 
best to protect against Tory 
austerity – despite having 
their budget cut by 
£2.6billion. Every year, they 
spend millions mitigating 

Tory cuts. But the only way 
to end austerity is in 
Westminster. 
 
The SNP have been the only 
major party to consistently 
oppose the cuts – and we are 
calling on the UK 
Government to use the 
Budget to finally admit 
failure and consign austerity 
to the dustbin where it 
belongs. 
 
As the past decade has made 
clear, you cannot cut your 
way to prosperity. Instead of 
making more self-defeating 
cuts, the Tory Chancellor 
Philip Hammond must 
radically change course – 
delivering a programme of 
investment to boost 
incomes, protect public 
services, and drive economic 
growth. 
 
As Scotland faces the 
prospect of being dragged 
off the Brexit cliff  edge 
against our will, it is vital the 
Chancellor listens to his own 
warnings on the 
devastation that Tory and 
Labour hard Brexit plans 
would cause – if we are to 
avoid decades more self-
inflicted harm to the 
economy. 
 
Only by ending Tory 
austerity and preventing an 
extreme Brexit can we start 
to build a fairer, more equal 
and prosperous economy 
that works in the interests 
of the majority.  
  

Let’s consign a decade of Tory austerity to the dustbin of history 
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By Liam Furby, 16/09/18 

 
 
For centuries Scotland’s 
exports have reached every 
corner of the globe – and our 
trade performance continues 
to grow and strengthen. 
 
Here’s five things you need to 
know about Scotland’s 
exports. 
 
 
1.  Scotland’s international 
exports have increased by 
44.7 per cent since the SNP 
came to office in 2007 . 
 
International exports, 
excluding oil and gas, have 
increased from £20.6 billion in 
2007 to £29.8 billion in 2016. 
Over 2016, exports increased 
by £460 million compared to 
2015. 
 
And between 2016 and 2017 
Scotland’s annual goods 
exports increased by over 19 
per cent – a higher increase 
than the UK average and the 
highest of any UK nation.  
 
 
2.  The Scottish Government 
has an ambitious plan to 
export more and to open up 
new markets.  
 
We have established a new 
Trade Board, drawing on the 
best business expertise. We 
will also set up a new network 
of trade envoys – asking  

 
prominent and successful 
Scottish entrepreneurs to help 
boost national export efforts.  
 
Following the result of the EU 
referendum, it is ever more 
important that the rest of 
Europe knows Scotland is still  
open for business. That’s why 
we will double the number of 
Scottish Development 
International staff working in 
Europe to support investment 
and trade opportunities for 
Scotland. We’re establishing 
an Investment Hub in Berlin 
and we will open one in Paris 
and Ottawa in autumn 2018 
too, adding to our existing 
Investment Hubs in Dublin, 
London and Brussels.  
 
This year, we will launch a new 
£20 million exports plan that 
will provide additional 
business support to ensure 
that more of Scotland’s world 
class produce and innovations 
are enjoyed across the globe, 
with the benefits realised here 
at home. 
 
 
3. Scotland’s food and drink 
exports reached a record £6 
billion in 2017 – almost £570 
million more than 2016 and up 
70 per cent on 2007. 
 
Whether it’s Scottish salmon 
sold to seafood lovers in Japan 
or Scotch Beef served up in 
Italian restaurants – Scotland’s 
produce is being enjoyed the 
world-over. 
 
In 2017 Scotch Whisky exports 
grew to £4.36 billion. And, 
single malt whisky exports  
reached almost £1.8 billion in 
the first half of 2017. In fact, 
according to research from the  

 
Scotch Whisky Association, 
whisky exports make the 
largest contribution to the 
UK’s balance of trade. The UK 
currently has a negative 
balance of trade – it imports 
more than it exports – and this 
gap would be 3 per cent wider 
without the contribution of 
Scotland’s whisky industry.  
 
 
4.  If the UK is to leave Europe, 
we want the best deal for 
Scotland. That means a 
Norway-style deal that 
protects our ability to trade 
with Europe without extra 
charges or barriers.  
 
Scotland exported £12.7 bill ion 
to the rest of the EU in 2016 – 
up by 28.9 per cent compared 
to 2007. 
 
The importance of membership 
of the Single Market has been 
underscored by research from 
the Federation of Small 
Businesses (FSB). The FSB has 
found that one in three smaller 
businesses in the UK export – 
and that 92 per cent of these 
firms trade with the European 
Single Market.  
 
 
5.  The value of exports by 
small and medium sized 
businesses increased by over 
10 per cent between 2012 and 
2016, to over £13 billion.  
 
Through our enterprise 
agencies, the SNP in 
government is supporting 
small and medium sized 
businesses to access new 
markets and trade with the 
rest of the world.  
 
  

Scotland’s strong export performance: get the facts 
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By Shirley-Anne Somerville, 

14/09/18 

History was made this week 
when the Scottish Government 
launched their new social 
security system, the first new 
Scottish public service since 
devolution. 
 
Our new agency, Social 
Security Scotland , has begun 
taking public enquiries.  
 
Letters have started dropping 
through the doors of carers 
due to receive the new Carer’s 
Allowance Supplement.  
 
And the first phase of 
payments – backdated to April 
– are due to hit bank accounts 
by the end of this week.  
 
What are the social security 
powers being devolved to 
Scotland? 
 

• Disability Living Allowance 
/ Personal Independence 
Payments 

• Attendance Allowance 

• Carer’s Allowance  

• Winter Fuel Allowance and 
the Cold Weather Payment 

• Sure Start Maternity Grant  

• Industrial Injuries Benefit  

• Severe Disablement 
Allowance 

• Funeral Payment 
  
 
Eligible carers will get a 
supplementary payment of 
£221 twice per year, an 
increase of 13 per cent on 
Carer’s Allowance from the 
Department for Work and 
Pensions. 
 
These first payments made by 
Social Security Scotland mark 
the beginning of a service that 

sees social security as an 
investment in our people.  
 
We are also accelerating the 
help we can give to new 
families so every child has the 
best start in life . We will start 
making payments of our Best 
Start Grant by Christmas – 
more than six months earlier 
than planned. 
 
This will put more money into 
the pockets of families on 
lower incomes by providing 
£600 on the birth of a first 
child and £300 on the birth of 
any later children. Unlike the 
equivalent UK scheme, there is 
no cap on the number of 
children who can benefit.  
 
This is the first step in our 
delivery of the Best Start 
Grant. By summer 2019, 
families will get a further £250 
for each of their children at 
key points in their early years 
such as starting nursery and 
school. 
 
Key to ensuring the successful 
delivery of these benefits is 
our commitment to designing 
social security arrangement 
with people – not for them. 
 
What social security powers 
are still  reserved to 
Westminster? 
 

• Universal Credit  

• Employment Support 
Allowance 

• Housing Benefit  

• Child Benefit  

• Jobseeker’s Allowance  

• Pension Credit  

• State Pension 
  
 
We are listening to people with 
experience of the UK system 

through our experience panels 
and carrying out extensive 
end-to-end testing to ensure 
the service meets the needs of 
the people of Scotland.  
 
For example, the letter we are 
sending to people this week 
has gone through rounds of 
testing with carers to ensure it 
contains the information they 
need and is presented in a way 
that makes sense, is 
comprehensive and 
comprehensible and isn’t 
completely impersonal.  
 
This approach to social 
security – that puts people 
first – is key to delivering the 
kind of country we want to be.  
 
We want to build a society 
where everyone is treated with 
dignity and respect. A society 
where everyone can play 
they’re full part, and where 
wealth and resources are more 
fairly shared. 
 
As our new social security 
system begins work this week, 
we take one step closer to 
achieving those high 
aspirations for our country.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
  

History made as new social security system begins work in Scotland 
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By Jennie Golan, 15/09/18 

First Minister Nicola Sturgeon 
has announced the Scottish 
Government’s plans for the year 
ahead. It’s a plan that seeks to 
fulfi ll  our high ambition for a 
Scotland where every person and 
community is able to achieve 
their full potential.  
 
Here’s how we’ll do that.  
 
Tackling poverty and inequality  

 
We will continue to invest our 
£50 million Tackling Child 
Poverty Fund in new action to 
deliver the ambitious targets in 
the Child Poverty Act passed last 
year.  
 
We will make fair work a criteria 
for job-related public sector 
grants. Payment of the real 
Living Wage, transparency on 
gender-equal pay and exclusion 
of zero-hours contracts will be a 
criteria for award grants like 
Regional Selective Assistance.  
 
We will increase the number of 
people paid the real Living Wage. 
By the end of April 2019 we wil l 
aim for 7,500 more workers to 
receive a pay increase to the 
Living Wage as a result of 
employer accreditation.  
 

A fairer social security system  
 
Best Start Grant pregnancy and 
baby payments will begin by 
Christmas –  more than six 
months ahead of schedule.  
 
A new Carer’s Allowance 
Supplement starts being paid in 
September 2018 –  representing a 
13 per cent increase on the 
Carer’s Allowance paid by the 
DWP. 
 
We will introduce a new Funeral 
Expense Assistance over the 
coming year.  
 

This year will  continue work to 
develop a new Income 
Supplement payment. In time 
this will  provide vital financial  
support for parents on low 
incomes.  
 

Delivering social r ights  
 
An additional £2 mil lion will be 
invested in measures to tackle 
food insecurity, including 
projects to ensure children who 
get free school meals don’t miss 
out during holidays.  
 
We will increase investment in 
affordable housing to more than 
£750 million. Over this 
parliament, we will ensure that 
at least 50,000 affordable homes 
are delivered, including at least 
35,000 council or housing 
association homes.  
 
We will work with councils and 
housebuilders to increase the 
supply of accessible housing for 
disabled people.  
 
We will set out an action plan to 
deliver all  of the 
recommendations of the 
homelessness action group –  
with Rapid Rehousing and 
Housing First central to our 
plans.  
 
We will aim to increase the 
number and range of places 
where sanitary products are 
available for those who need 
them. We’ve already made 
sanitary products free in all 
schools, colleges and 
universities, and we’re investing 
£500,000 to improve access for 
women on low incomes.  
 
We will also work with private 
house builders and disabled 
people to increase the numbers 
of accessible houses for sale 
using a range of options 
including the potential to 
develop standard accessible 
wheelchair house types.  
 

We will steer a new law through 
Parliament to tackle fuel 
poverty, aiming to have less than 
5 per cent of people in fuel 
poverty by 2040.  
 
Protecting and enhancing rights  

 
We will introduce an Electoral 
Franchise Bill to ensure that 
current EU citizens who live in 
Scotland can continue to vote in 
Scottish Parliament and local 
government elections.  
 
We will work towards delivering 
legislation on gender 
recognition.  
 
We will introduce legislation to 
permit National Records of 
Scotland to ask voluntary 
questions on sexual orientation 
and transgender status/history 
in the 2021 Census and future 
censuses.  
 
We will preserve and advance 
Scotland’s reputation as one of 
the most progressive countries 
in Europe in terms of lesbian, 
gay, bisexual, transgender and 
intersex (LGBTI) equality.  
 

Equal access to justice  
 
We will implement a major 
package of reforms that will 
better protect victims in the 
criminal justice system.  
 
We will introduce a Female 
Genital Mutilation Bill to 
strengthen the protection 
provided to women and girls.  
 
Last year we passed new 
legislation to strengthen the law 
on domestic abuse. We will build 
on this by consulting on new 
protective orders which can bar 
perpetrators of domestic abuse 
from their victims’ homes. And a 
new Family Law Bill will provide 
further protection for domestic 
abuse victims in contact or 
residence cases.  

  

Our plan for a fairer and more equal Scotland 
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Business for Scotland – Scotland the Brief 
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Finance Secretary Derek Mackay's Speech 

 

Justice Secretary Humza Yousaf's Speech 

 

 

Westminster Group Leader Ian Blackford's Speech 

 

 

 

 

Health Secretary Jeane Freeman's Speech 

 

Education Secretary John Swinney's Speech 

 

 

Constitutional Relations Secretary Michael Russell's 

Speech 

  

Annual Conference Speeches – October 2018 

https://www.snp.org/finance-secretary-derek-mackays-speech-to-snp-conference-in-glasgow/
https://www.snp.org/justice-secretary-humza-yousafs-speech-to-snp-conference/
https://www.snp.org/westminster-group-leader-ian-blackfords-speech-to-snp-conference/
https://www.snp.org/health-secretary-jeane-freemans-speech-to-snp-conference/
https://www.snp.org/education-secretary-john-swinneys-speech-to-snp-conference/
https://www.snp.org/constitutional-relations-secretary-michael-russells-full-speech-to-snp-conference/
https://www.snp.org/constitutional-relations-secretary-michael-russells-full-speech-to-snp-conference/
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SNP Sites 

SNP 
 

Helensburgh SNP 
 

Brendan O'Hara MP 
 

Parliamentary Sites 
 

Scottish Parliament 
 

Scottish Government 
 

UK Parliament 
 

European Parliament 
 

Independence Sites 
 

Yes Helensburgh and Lomond 
 

Business for Scotland 
 

Indyposterboy 
 

Bellacaledonia 
 

Wings Over Scotland 
 

Independent Scotland 
 

Wee Ginger Dug 
 

News Media Sites 
 

The National 
 

Herald Scotland 
 

Helensburgh Advertiser Opinion 

Council Sites 
 

Argyll & Bute Council Home Page 
 

Argyll & Bute Councillor List 
 

West Dunbarton Council 
 

Community Council Sites 
 

Helensburgh Community Council 
 

Rhu and Shandon Community Council 
 

Causes 
 

All of Us First 
 

Ban the Bomb 
 

Other Sites 
 

Make a Freedom of Information Request 
 

Scot Fact 
 

What Scotland Thinks 
 

Scot Cen 
 

www.scottishhistory.com 
 

www.scotland.org 
 

The United Nations 
 
 

Useful Links 

FEEDBACK & COMMENTS 

Email to patrick.johnstone@virgin.net 

https://www.snp.org/
http://www.helensburghsnp.scot/
http://www.brendanoharamp.scot/
http://www.parliament.scot/
http://www.gov.scot/Home#slide/2
http://www.parliament.uk/business/commons/
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/en
http://yeshelensburghandlomond.scot/
http://www.businessforscotland.com/
http://www.indyposterboy.scot/
http://bellacaledonia.org.uk/
https://wingsoverscotland.com/
http://www.independentscotland.org/
https://weegingerdug.wordpress.com/
http://www.thenational.scot/
http://www.heraldscotland.com/
http://www.helensburghadvertiser.co.uk/opinion/
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/home
https://www.argyll-bute.gov.uk/councillor_list
http://www.west-dunbarton.gov.uk/
http://www.helensburghcommunitycouncil.co.uk/
http://www.rhuandshandoncommunity.org/
http://www.allofusfirst.org/
http://www.banthebomb.org/
https://www.gov.uk/make-a-freedom-of-information-request
http://www.scotfact.com/
http://whatscotlandthinks.org/ssa
http://scotcen.org.uk/
http://www.scottishhistory.com/index.html
https://www.scotland.org/about-scotland/history-timeline
http://www.un.org/en/index.html

